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tio the arithmetic average can never prive definite information,
and very often gives fallacious inform at ion. 1 have not time,

and perhaps it is not necessary, to dwell upon this puint, and

refer to the correction factors for Urban deatli rates. The
necessity of that method illustrates my meaning in saying that
before an arithmetic average is used, it is necessary to make
sure that the group is homogeneous.

The quartiles and the median not only give the definite
position of the median, but also a measurement, which serves
to show how the curve is dispersed from its central position.
The distance between the two quartiles, 18"4 years in this case,
shows to some extent how the curve is dispersed from its
central point. That I shall return to in giving other
measurements of this dispersion.

If we were dealing with a group that did not give any
such regular figure as this, a group to which the mode was
certainly quite applicable, it would probably then be best not
to attempt to draw any continuous curve at all, but to keep to
such a diagram as that on page 5, and to calculate the deciles
as accurately as possible. By making some simple assumptions
as to continuity, it would be possible to calculate roughly the
nine deciles, dividing the area into 10 equal parts, and enter
them as a description of the group. I think that is the only
method of satisfactorily representing an irregular group which
cannot be divided into distinct homogeneous groups.

COMPARISON   OF   GROUPS.

The ogive diagram lends itself more readily than any other
to the comparison of the two groups. I have selected two
groups, which one might wish to compare, from the same
Census table, the husbands whose wives were between
45 and 50 years of age, and the wives whose husbands were
between 40 and 45, which are represented by the lines
LL and KK respectively -3 and I have calculated, by one
method or the other, the mode, the median and the quartile of
those groups. Thus, for instance, from the curve K, of all the
wives whose husbands were between 45 and 50 years of age,
as many were less than 45*5 years as were more than that; and
similarly for the quartiles. The curves are very similar, the
husband curve being four years to the right of the other.
The method needs no further comment.ent down nearly as far, or the
